News or Press Conference Run of Show EXAMPLE – For Training Purposes Only
Red Crisis Communications Level: Foot-and-Mouth Disease (FMD) Example

Press Conference for Officials to Address Confirmed Case of Foot and Mouth Disease at Fair

Background: An FFA Advisor at the Fair reported a steer who was not eating and was salivating to the local veterinarian. After evaluation, the local vet reported the suspicious symptoms to the state veterinarian from the Department of Agriculture. After discussion and a risk evaluation, a Foreign Animal Disease diagnostician (FADD) was dispatched to collect samples and investigate further. A quarantine was placed at that time pending test results. Within 24 hours of testing, the steer has been confirmed to be positive for the highly contagious Food-and-mouth disease. State and Federal Agencies will be assembling the response team at this time to contain and eradicate the disease. 

Event Timeline: Monday, July 13, 2024, at 1:00 p.m. start
Speakers each have 5 minutes to explain the situation, with USDA having 10 minutes

Speakers:
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture, Tom Jones
State Secretary of Agriculture, Bob Evans
Fair Leadership, Barney Reed

· 1 p.m. – 1:05 p.m. – Fair leadership
· Key talking points/subject matter: introduction, commitment of fair to agriculture, as well as animal and human health and safety
· Introduce State Veterinarian
· 1:05 p.m. – 1:10 p.m. – State Veterinarian
· Key talking points/subject matter: Speak to the initial evaluation and symptoms observed
· Introduce U.S. Secretary of Agriculture
· 1:10 p.m. – 1:20 p.m. – USDA Official, U.S. Secretary of Agriculture: 
· Give an overview of the confirmation and pending impact of the positive case to our local and national livestock industry
· Key talking points/subject matter: overview of the confirmation; pending impact of the positive case to local and national livestock industry; what humans and exhibitors need to know; what the agricultural community needs to know
· 1:20 p.m. – Q&A – moderated by Jane Smith

Location: 1000 Fair Street, Fair, State

Details: Speakers, please arrive at 12:00 p.m., professional dress required

Location to include podium, microphone, media credentials or sign-in sheet, and Mult-box 

Joint press release to be distributed in-person, posted on the website, and emailed to media representatives following the press/news conference by Jane Smith, Fair Communications Manager.
